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March 2008 Player of the Month 
Steve Diano 

 
Steve Diano is the LVBC Player of the Month for March, 
picking up 50 points in our four tournaments.  Overall, 
Steve went 12-7 for the month, and moved up from 7th 
overall to 
3rd in the 
standings. 
 
Jason Lee 
was 
second in 
the month 
with 49 
points, 
which 
moved 
him into 
first place 
overall.  
Glen 
Arnold was 
third with 
44 points. 
 
 

March  2008 Tournament Results 
March 4  (13 players)  Field of 16:  1-Bob Sahagian, 2-
Tony Anton, 3/4-Tom Elgas, 3/4-Randy Wagner.  Field of 
8:  1-Steve Diano, 2-Glen Arnold. 
March 11  (16 players)  Field of 16:  1-Jason Lee, 2-Cy 
Yehros, 3/4-Tony Anton, 3/4-Steve Diano.  Field of 8:  1-
Stuart MacGuire, 2-Glen Arnold. 
March 18  (17 players)  Field of 16:  1/2-Glen Arnold, 1/2-
Steve Diano, 3/4-Greg Adamavich, 3/4-Tony Anton.  Field 
of 8 (#1):  1-Bob Sahagian, 2-Cy Yehros.  Field of 8 (#2):  1-
Jason Lee, 2-Don Thompson, Sr. 
March 25  (15 players)  Field of 16:  1-Cy Yehros, 2-Jason 
Lee, 3/4-Mark Bell, 3/4-Dennis McFarlin.  Field of 8 (#1):  
1/2-Steve Diano, 1/2-Sam Orandle.  Field of 8 (#2):  1/2-
Glen Arnold, 1/2-Angel Houghtaling. 

 
 

March  2008 Top Ten  

(with W -L records)  
1.  Steve Diano         50   12-  7 

2.  Jason Lee          49   12-  9 

3.  Glen Arnold        44    10-  8 

4.  Cy Yehros          42    11-  6 

5.  Bob Sahagian       38     9-  7 

6.  Tony Anton         29    8-  5 

7.  Sam Orandle        16 ½   3-  5 

8.  Greg Adamavich     16     4-  4 

9.  Bob Haskell        16     4-  4 

Three tied at 14  

 

Overall Standings at the end of March  

(with W -L records)  
 1. Jason Lee        107.0     26- 24 

 2. Glen Arnold      106.0     27- 19 

 3. Steve Diano      103.0     22- 30 

 4. Cy Yehros        100.0     26- 18 

 5. Tony Anton        94.0     23- 23 

 6. Bob Sahagian      91.0     22- 18 

 7. Greg Adamavich    87.0     22- 11 

 8. Dennis McFarl in   62.0     16- 11 

 9. Harry Tokatlian   60.5     15-  9 

10. Sam Orandle       57.5     13- 16 

11. Mark Bell         53.0     12- 11 

12. Don Thompson, Sr. 43.0     10- 12 

13. Paul Franks       39.5     10-  3 

14. Don Dillingham    31.0      5- 15 

14. Brian Hoeft       31.0      7- 10 

16. Bob Haskell       30.0      7-  9 

17. Tom Elgas         29.0      7-  8 

18. Randy Wag ner      27.0      6-  9 

19. Steve Fox         24.0      4- 12 

20. Stuart MacGuire   18.5      5-  0 

 

The top 8 at the end of the year will qualify for the 2nd 

Annual Maxakuli Cup Tournament. LVBC 
 

News & Notes 
· IƻǿŀǊŘ aŀǊƪƻǿƛǘȊΩǎ ōƛƎ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊound the 
corner.  It will take place April 16-20 on the top shelf of 
the Riviera.  Pre-registration deadline is April 7th, and all 
details can be found at www.nvbg.com. 
· ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ с ǇΦƳ. 
to 7 p.m.  The plan is generally to just play a match with 
no stakes, but we extensively discuss the plays involved.  
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

http://www.nvbg.com/
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ƛƴǘƻ Db¦Φ  {ƻ ŦŀǊ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ DƭŜƴ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ Wŀǎƻƴ [ŜŜ 
driving the bus, but we welcome anybody else who wants 

to join in. LVBC 
 

Joker of the Month 
Steve Diano demonstrates what not to roll when youΩre 
trying to escape a checker to victory. 
 

 
Position 1 

Match tied 7-away, 7-away.  Black rolls 22. 
 

Problem Section 

 
Position 2 

White leads 2-away, 5-away.  Black on roll.  Cube action? 
 

Solutions/Commentary 
Position 2:  Black definitely has a cube, as any roll that 
bears two checkers off is a market loser.  We turn our 
attention to the take decision. 
 
CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ǘŀƪŜǇƻƛƴǘΦ 

 
White takes and loses:  3-away/2-away (60%) 
Whate passes:  4-away/2-away (68%) 
White takes and wins:  Match over (100%) 
 
Thus, White is risking 8% (68-60) to gain 40% (100-60), for 
a takepoint of 8/40 = 20%. 
 
White has two ways of winning: 
 

(1) Black rolls worse than 33 and White rolls 22 or 
better. 

(2) Black fails to bear off in two rolls and White rolls 
worse than 22. 

 
For (1), we get 32/36 x 5/36 = 160/1296 ς not quite 
there. 
 
CƻǊ όнύΣ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ нн ƛǎ 
омκосΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
bear off in two rolls. 
 

(A) Black rolls 21 (played 3-off).  Subsequently, 19 
rolls fail:  any ace or deuce except 22. 

(B) Black rolls 11 or 31 (played 3-off 3-2).  
Subsequently, 13 rolls fail:  any ace and 32. 

(C) Black rolls 41, 51, or 61 (played 4-off 3-2).  
Subsequently, 11 rolls fail:  any ace. 

(D) Black rolls 32 (played 3-off 3-1).  Subsequently, 7 
rolls fail:  11, 21, 31, and 32. 

(E) Black rolls 42, 52, or 62 (played 4-off 3-1).  
Subsequently, only 2 rolls fail:  21. 

 
This gives us (out of 1296):  2x19 + 3x13 + 6x11 + 2x7 + 
6x2 = 38 + 39 + 66 + 14 + 12 = 169. 
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜs in scenario 
(2) as 31/36 * 169/1296 = 5239/46656. 
 
Add this to scenario (1) to get 160/1296 + 5239/46656 = 
10999κпссрс Ғ 23.6%.  Take at this score, but with 
virtually no recube vig, this would be a pass for money!!!  

LVBC 
 

The Las Vegas Backgammon Club meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.  
at Jacksonõs Bar and Grill at 6020 West Flamingo Road in 
Las Vegas.  $10 entries/reentries, single elimination, 7 point 
matches (9 points in the finals of a field of 16).  Late entries 
usually available.  Club website:  http://www.vegasbg.net 
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